
- EDITORIAL 

Role of AlChE Journal 
Chemical Engineering 
Two of rhe rare editorials during Morton Denn’s tenure as Editor of A ICM 

Journal raked the question: what is rhe proper content of the Journal i n  the 
face of the diverse research activitier in chemical engineering? The question 
remains unresolved, not only for this Joumol, but for all the literature of the 
chemical engineering profession. Denn’s February 1987 editorial expresses the 
clear opinion that “AIChE Jotimol should reflect chemical engineering re- 
search as it is ... ,” Like-minded thinking has spawned expanded programs 
and symposia at meetings of the Institute. This broadencd scope embraces 
many new research Iines for engaging chemical engineers and has brought 
many outside the field to these meetings. 

In the main, however, chemical engineering literature, including the AZChE 
Jotisnai, publishes only a segmenr of [he research spectrum of the chemical 
engineering comrnuniry. AfCfiE fournd can serve an imporrani rok 10 srim- 
ulating cross-fertilization and continuing redefinition of the field, only if it  
also publishes research exploring territory that might be viewed as far from 
the core of traditional chemical engineering. This expanded spectrum of topics 
includes work on materials, biotechnology, elec~rochernistry, applied molec- 
ular thecry,  surface science. applications of large-scale computing, new meth- 
ods of analysis, new visualization and graphics techniques, advanced process 
control and design methods, and others. 

Now is an excellent time for the chemica1 engineering profession to decide 
wherhtt i t  wants to change significantly the representation of new areas in 
the chemical engineering literature. The fraction of chemica1 engineers engaged 
in such research activities is  large, so this question affecrs many. 

A journal can oniy publish from rhe papers that it receives. Aufhors, and 
the nature of the work they submii, are the principal determinants of the 
content of a research journal. Journals and editors have little aprroriinfluence 
on the fields they represent; they function best a5 good umpires in a baseball 
game. They do the best job  i f  a high lwel of uninterrupted play is maintained 
and little attention needs be focused on the umpire. The athletes perform for 
the audience. In an analogous way, authors’ decisions about where to submit 
work €or publication are influenced mainly b y  two factors. They want to reach 
the right audience and want optimum conditions for the handling of their 
manuscripts: fast, knowledgeable reviews, high standards, efficient responses, 
and speedy appearance of accepted manuscripts. 

Eiorb rhex factors now exist at AiChE Journal. The Journal is  read by 
most of the profession. Morron Denn and the Journal edirorjal/produciion 
staff, particularly Managing Editor Haeja Han, have created a superb envi- 
ronment for handling manuscripts. 1 encourage you to check recent issues of 
the Journal and see the outstanding efficiency of the publication timetable. 
I will. maintain the Journa( as the most efficient medium for the publication 
of chemical engineering research. I will continue to encourage a wider spectrum 
of current chemical engineering research to be represented in the Journal, 
while maintaining current areas of strength. I will spare no effort to secure 
fast, knowledgeable review of work from diverse areas. I will work, with the 
Consulting Editors, to expand the readership of the Journal outsidc of the 
chemical engineering community and to develop the audience for work that 
i s  being done by chemical engineers. In  the h a 1  analysis, however, rhecontrnt 
of rhe Journol is Iargeiy up to you. 
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